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Morimoto makes spectacular splash in Napa
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I went to Morimeto with 39

a kit of trepidation and
skepticizm. I'm farmiliar
with chef-owner

Masaharu Morimoto's Ul
wild culinary mind and
his around-the-world

ticket to culinary zaniness. Would
it play in downtown Napa, away
from the crowds that flood the
upper valley in pursuit of wine
kelsey Lurnley (above middle) takes her Eiﬂlf;i”iﬁ:hfﬁnhi:m'e tasting andithe good el wasn ¢
(left] for a birthday dinner. Toro tartare, below right, includes Sure.

wazabi, nori paste and zour crearn. Angry Chicken, below left, iz
rmeltingly tendear,

Until recently, Napa lagged
behind Yountwille, St. Helena and
even Calistoga, but now it's blossomed with such places
as MNeela's, Cenotri and Ubuntu. Still, I wondered

whether it was ready for something like this - a
sometimes esoteric Japanese restaurant from a
celebrity chef used to working in New York.,

OINING OUT
= Mancy Qakes' Prospect I began to change my mind once I saw the crowds and
el D L O surveyved the dining room, with its expansive
» Zantinetta Piero has intriguin : :
- s warehouse look and playvful touches that dovetail with
dishes 09,1&.10
the food.

» Time hasn't been kind to
Marton's 09,09.10

Mare Dining Cut * The chairs are sleek and modern, as are tabletops and
.......................................................................... flocrs, but the designers have also added splashes of
bright vellow in a tufted lounge sofa and on the
taxicab-colored French chairs. It doesn't look like other places in Napa; it's modern and
vibrant, a cavernous room for 120 diners who don't mind paying more than $30 for a
Imain colurse.

Vet the designers are smart enough to subtly reference its location while maintaining the
zleek, urban Japanese sensibility. Bleached and gnarled ancient grapevines snake behind
the bar and on a wall in the dining rocm. Large windows open onto the 4o-seat patio, the
MNapa Fiver and beyond, a landscape dotted with warehouses and construction cranes.
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& huge fish photograph greets visitors at Morimoto, which has an interesting wine and sake list as
well as great fish,
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